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F o r ewo r d  by   

D r .  M a h a n t e s h  G .  K i v a d a s a n n a v a r

Along  with  my  entire  Samarthanam  family ,  I

feel  extremely  delighted  to  present  to  you  

 the  impact  study  on  Blind  Cricket  conducted

in  association  with  Prin .  L .  N .  Welingkar

Institute  of  Management  Development  and

Research ,  Bengaluru .  

Nagesh  and  I   took  the  init iative   and  co- founded  Cricket

Association  for  the  Blind  in  India  (CABI )  in  2010-  2011  due  to

our  personal  passion  for  cricket .   We  took  over  the  mantle

from  Mr .  George  Abraham  to  manage  blind  cricket  in  India

when  i t  was  l ike  a  sinking  ship .   Blind  cricket  was  at  i ts  lowest

both  in  India  and  abroad  when  our  predecessor  organisation

handed  over  the  responsibil ity  to  Samarthanam .   

 Samarthanam   Trust  for  the  Disabled  is  a  formidable  force  to

recon  with .   The  progress  of  blind  cricket  and  CABI  in  the  last

decade  has  been  made  possible  by  the  unstinting  and

unwavering  commitment ,  dedication  and  support  from  the

Samarthanam  team .   We  have  invested  f inancial  resources  

 and  intangible  “Goodwill ”  of  Samarthanam   into  the  activit ies

of  CABI .  The  fundraising  support  from  the   f inance  team  and  

 role  of  communication  and  media  team   has  been  exemplary .

CABI  leveraged  on  Samarthnam ’s  talented  and  committed

human  resources  to  deliver  excellent  results .

Samarthanam  continues  to  think  innovatively ,  identify

opportunities  to  extensively  work  on  impactful  social  projects .

Even  though  we  created  an  independent  organisation  l ike

CABI ,  Samarthanam   plays  the  role  of  a  parent  and  a  patron .   

 Samarthanam  considers  CABI  as  i ts  own  baby  and    ensures

that  at  every  step  CABI  grows  with  all  our  support .  



Just  as  parents  borrow  loans  to  educate  their  kids ,  

 Samarthanam  has  borrowed  money  in  the  absence  of  funds  to

conduct  various  tournaments .   Together  we  have  effectively

and  eff iciently  executed  the  vision  and  objectives  of  CABI .

We  never  imagined  we  could   make  such  a  deep  impact  on  the

visually  impaired  community  and  the  society  through  blind

cricket .   We  have  toi led   to  make  blind  cricket  what  i t  is  today

and  create  an  impact  in  our  country  and  at  a  global  level .   The

outcome  and  the  f indings  of  this  study  are  very  encouraging

and  rewarding .  We  feel  honoured  and  proud   of  our

achievements  so  far .  With  the  posit ive  insights  from  the  report ,

we  look  forward  to  the  future  with  excitement  and  delight  and

they  motivate  us  to  aspire  and  do  more .

Dr. Mahantesh G.Kivadasannavar
Founder and Chairman, Samarthanam International
President -World Blind Cricket Ltd (WBC) and  Cricket Association
for the Blind in India (CABI)
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INTRODUCT ION

India  has  the  largest  population  of  blind  on  the  planet .  Close

to  20% of  the  world ’s  visually  impaired  l ive  in  India  which

roughly  estimates  to  15  mill ion  blind  people .  According  to  the

National  Blindness  and  Visual  Impairment  Survey  (2019 ) ,

blindness  is  more  pronounced  among  i l l i terates  as  compared

to  l i terates .  Around  3 .23% i l l i terates  are  blind  and  0 .43%

l i terates  are  blind .  Blindness  is  more  prevalent  in  rural

population  (2 .14%) as  compared  to  urban  (1 .8%).

Visually  impaired  are  denied  basic  r ight  to  education  as

majority  of  them  l ive  in  poverty .  This  sets  in  the  vicious  cycle

of  i l l i teracy  and  poverty .  Most  of  the  blind  children  are  highly

neglected ,  they  lack  opportunities  to  grow  and  f lourish

(Leahy ,2020 ) .  Past  studies  indicate  that  the  people  with

disabil it ies  are  more  l ikely  to  lead  a  sedentary  l i festyle

(Rimmer  et  al . ,  1997 ) .



Extremely  low  levels  of  self-reported  physical  activity  in  people

with  severe  physical  disabil it ies  exposes  them  to  a  higher  r isk  of

secondary  health  conditions  (Rimmer  et  al . ,  1999 ) .   Persons  with

visual  impairment  lack  accessibil ity  to  buildings  and  equipments

and  experience  barriers  in  accessing  parks ,  open  spaces  and

using  the  public  transport  system .  Their  social  network  is  also

limited  (Alma  et  al . ,  2012 ;  Siu ,2012 ;  Elmar  et  al . ,  2012 ) .  Majority  of

them  are  unable  to  get  proper  training  to  enter  the  workforce .

Thus ,  there  is  a  need  to  prepare  them  for  l i fe  where  they  are

confident  of  their  own  abil it ies  and  economically  self-suff icient .

Sports  for  social  development  is  a  method  of  bringing  about

change  in  the  society  through  the  medium  of  sports .  Physical

activity  benefits  the  individual ’s  development ,  their  health ,  their

social  and  economic  l i fe .  Sports  can  help  visually  impaired  learn

li fe  skil ls ,  empower  them  and  enable  their  inclusion  into  the

mainstream  society .

07



We  believe  sport  for  the  blind  is  a  r ightful  pursuit .  We  are  the

apex  body  for  governing ,  organizing  and  developing  cricket  for

blind  in  India .   Our  objective  is  to  use  competit ive  cricket  and

enable  the  visually  impaired  to  look  at  l i fe  posit ively ,  gain

confidence  and  str ive  to  be  winners .  Cricket  broadens  their

outlook  by  travell ing  within  the  country  and  outside  and  gives

them  a  chance  to  interact  with  people  from  various  cultural

backgrounds .  We  provide  a  platform  to  showcase  their

cricketing  talent  and  abil ity .   We  envision  to  establish  a  strong

cricketing  ecosystem  exclusively  for  the  visually  impaired .  We

are  CRICKET ASSOCIATION FOR THE BLIND IN INDIA (CABI).

W H O  AR E  W E?
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M i l e s t o n e s  S I N C E  I N C E P T I O N  ( 2 0 1 0 - 2 0 2 0 )

Formation of CABI
National Cricket Tournament for the Blind at Bengaluru
India-England Series in England, India won the series

National Cricket Tournament for the Blind at Bengaluru

1st T20 World Cup for the Blind-Indian
Blind Cricket team
NDTV Spirit of Sports Award- Life time
achievement Award for contribution in the
field of Sports  against all odds
India-Pakistan series in Chennai, India - India
won both the ODI and T20 series 
National Cricket Tournament for the Blind at
Dharwad and Kochi

National Cricket Tournament for the Blind at Mysore 
(Mysore Dasara Cup)

Invitational National Cricket Tournament for
the Blind at Hyderabad
India-England Series in England. India was
victorious.
National Cricket Tournament for the Blind at
Delhi

4th ODI World Cup for the Blind-Indian
Blind Cricket team
India-Australia Series in India.  India won the
series. 
National Cricket Tournament for the Blind at
Hyderabad

1st T20 Asia Cup - Indian Blind Cricket Team

Padmashri Award- Shekar Naik, Former
Captain of W.B.C
Invitational National Cricket Tournament
for the Blind at Hyderabad
India-England Series in England. India was
victorious.
National Cricket Tournament for the Blind
at Delhi
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5th ODI World Cup for the Blind-Indian Blind Cricket team
CNBC TV18 India Business Leader Award-  Outstanding contribution to
Brand India
National Award for Best sportsman with Disability-  Award for Best
sportsman with Disability
India - Sri Lanka Bilateral Series in Colombo
India and England bilateral series
India – England- Sri Lanka Triangular Series
India and Sri Lanka bilateral series
Inaugural Nagesh Trophy: Winners – Odisha; Runner up-Andhra Pradesh
Runners up – Andhra Pradesh

2018

Open Republic TV Award
 Republic TV Award- Special Jury mention category 2019

2019



1 1

We  are  working  towards  changing  social  behaviours  of  visually

impaired  and  the  society  through  the  medium  cricket  thus

catalysing  social  development  and  change .   Through  this  work ,

we  proudly  align  ourselves  with  the  United  Nation  Sustainable

Development  Goals  (UN  SDGs )  No .3 ,  No .10 ,  No .11  & No .16  to

promote  good  health  and  wellbeing ,  reduce  inequalit ies ,

sustainable  cities  and  communities  and  peace ,  justice  and

strong  institutions .
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4. IMPACT ASSESSEMENT FRAMEWORK -  This  social  impact

study  has  been  independently  conducted  by  Centre  of

Excellence  for  Consultancy  Projects  (CECP ) ,  Prin .  L .  N .

Welingkar  Institute  of  Management  Development  and

Research ,  Bangalore .   Prof .  Dr .  Jyoti  Joshi  Pant  and  Prof .  Dr .

Madhumita  Guha  Majumder  brought  subject  matter  expertise

and  objectivity  in  the  measurement  process .  The  details  of  the

study  are  given  below :

This  study  uses  the  broad  framework  designed  by  European

Venture  Philanthropy  Association  (EVPA )  to  measure  impact .

Accordingly ,  the  fol lowing  four  phases  have  been  used  in  the

measurement  process :



We  have  been  working  on  the  social  purpose  of  organizing

and  promoting  blind  cricket  for  over  a  decade  now .  It  is

therefore  the  r ight  t ime  to  assess  the  impact  of  our

interventions .

For  a  social /not  for  profit  organization  l ike  us ,  impact

assessment  is  important  for  all  the  stakeholders  of  the

ecosystem  l ike  funding  agencies ,  implementors  and  the

decision  makers .  However ,  measuring  impact  is  diff icult

because  i t  is  multifaceted  and  consists  of  tangible  outcomes

and  intangible  change  that  occurs  over  a  long  period  of  t ime

(CII ,  2019 ) .

The  results  enclosed  in  this  report  is  a  reassurance  to  our

current  donor  organizations  that  their  money  on  blind  cricket

is  well  spent .

13

Table  1  Structure  of  the  impact  assessment  framework



The  success  stories  will  strengthen  our  fund-raising  efforts  and

sponsorships  in  the  future .  With  these  insights  we  intend  to

refine  and  improve  our  programs  at  CABI  and  make  more

informed  strategic  decisions .

In  this  section  through  various  data  visualisation  and

statist icial  techniques ,  we  present  to  you  the  insights  from  the

top  management  of  CABI ,  aff i l iate  state  board  members  and

zonal  presidents .  we  highlight  the  social  problems  blind

cricket  is  aiming   to  solve  and  the  challenges  faced  by  them  in

the  process .
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According to Mr.  Mahantesh,  President ,  CABI ,   the
object ive of  measuring the social  impact is  to assess
“What is  the out look of  the indiv idual  and what is  the
percept ion of  the society ,  … we want to understand and
measure this ,  so that  we can cont inue to put  efforts in  the
r ight  direct ion playing to our   strengths and creat ing
posit ive change in the l ives of  people with disabi l i t ies. . . . ” .  
 S imilar  ideas have been ref lected by most of  the founding
members and off ic ials of  CABI (f igure 1).
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4 . 1   P u r p o s e  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  I m p a c t  S t u d y

Figure  1  Purpose  of  the  Social  Impact  Study

Mr. Mahantesh
President, CABI



To  assess  the  extent  of  benefit  that  an  individual  player ,  his

family  as  well  as  the  entire  blind  community  is  receiving

from  blind  cricket  and  CABI .

 To  work  towards  academic  development  of  the  players  and

their  employment .

·To  convince  the  funding  agencies  and  donors  about  the

benefit  of  blind  cricket .

·To  seek  monetary  support  from  union  and  state

governments  for  the  national  and  state  level  players  .  

To  measure  current  progress  and  provide  future  guideline

for  CABI ’s  activit ies  and  actions .

Based  on  f igure  1 ,  the  purpose  of  this  social  impact  study  as

expressed  by  various  stakeholders  is  :     

·       

16

A  multi-stakeholder  approach  has  been  used  to

assess  the  social  problems  CABI  trying  to  solve

and  the  challenges  faced  by  i t .  This  will  enable  a

more  accurate  understanding  and  measurement

of  i ts  work .   On  the  relevance  of  this  study ,  

Mr. Shai lender Yadav,  North Zone Secretary ,  CABI
strongly bel ieves,  “ I t  wi l l  help corporate and
governments understand why they should invest  their
money on bl ind cr icket ;  because whoever wants to
invest  would f i rst  want to see the growth and
outcome.”

4 . 2  T H E  S T A K E H O L D E R ’S  I N S I G H T S    

Mr. Shailender Yadav
North Zone Secretary, 

CABI



In-depth  interviews  of  stakeholders  reveal  a  few  dimensions

around  the  objectives  of   blind  cricket  (Figure  2 ) .
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4 . 2 . 2  O b j e c t i v e s  o f  b l i n d  c r i c k e t  

·Blind  cricket  is  a  good  medium  for  the  progress  of  the  blind

cricketers  in  the  society .

·Playing  cricket ,  posit ively  impacts  their  performance  both  

 at  home  and  work .

By  working  with  the  blind  CABI  has  done  good  work  which

led  to  winning  the  world  cup .

Stakeholders 
of

CABI

s t a k e h o l d e r  m a p p i n g  o f  c a b i  :



In  the context  of  the social  problems that  CABI is
try ing to solve Mr.  Sat ish Viswanathan,  Non Executive
Director ,  CABI is  of  the v iew that  “We are try ing to
make the l ives of  bl ind and visual ly  impaired people as
close to mainstream as possible.  We want to tel l  them
that even i f  they can’t  see,  there is  a game where rules
have been adapted so that  they can play and enjoy i t ” .

18

4 . 2 . 3 .  S o c i a l  P r o b l e m s  A D D R E S S E D  B Y  b l i n d  c r i c k e t  

Disabil ity  becomes  a  roadblock  for  blind  to  undertake

normal  activit ies  as  they  are  stopped  by  family  members

from  playing  regular  cricket .

·Players  need  more  support  from  the  society .

Figure  2  Objectives  of  Blind  Cricket

The  key  social  problems  CABI  is  trying  to  solve  through  blind

cricket  as  envisaged  by  the  stakeholders  are  ( f igure

3 ) .

Mr. Satish Viswanathan
Non Executive Director, 

CABI



Blind  cricket  is  an  excellent  medium  to  bring  change  in  the

perception  of  the  Indian  society .

It  has  great  potential  to  reduce  inequality  and  bring  justice

to  the  society ,  therefore  the  central  and  state  governments

should  come  forward  to  support  CABI .
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The  talent  and  capabil ity  of  visually  challenged  players  is

under-estimated .

People  are  reluctant  to  provide  opportunity  to  the  visually

challenged  players .

Figure  3 :  Social  Problems  addressed  by  CABI

CABI  and  i ts  stakeholders  believe  that  cricket  is  a  panacea  to

solving  many  social  problems  associated  with  the  visually

impaired  community  ( f igure  4 ) .



While assessing the social  impact ,  i t  is  very pert inent to keep
in mind the var ious chal lenges faced by any social  enterpr ise.
When talking about chal lenges,  Mr.  David John,  General
Secretary ,  CABI expresses concern on the lack of  recognit ion
of the bl ind players “ I f  Rohit  Sharma hits 264 in one-day
match,  he wi l l  straightaway get  Rs 2 ,64,000 on that  part icular
day i f  i t  was the highest  score by a player…why our  bl ind
players don’t  get  i t?  They are also playing for  the country.  F i rst
of  al l  the players have to be recognized”  Figure 5 exhibits the
key chal lenges expressed by the var ious stakeholders.

4 . 2 . 4   M a j o r  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  b y  C A B I

20

Figure  4  Blind  Cricket :  A  Solution  to  many  Social  Problems

Figure  5 :  Challenges  faced  by  CABI  as  aff irmed  by  stakeholders

Mr. David John
General Secretary,

CABI



Due  to  lack  of  employee  benefits  and  market  compensation ,

CABI  is  unable  to  attract  good  talent .       

Funds  remain  the  biggest  challenge ,  as  both  central

government  as  well  as  state  government  do  not  recognise

blind  cricket .

Lack  of  dedicated  grounds  and  infrastructure  prevent  CABI

from  conducting  round  the  year  coaching  camps .       

Mindset  of  society , lack  of  support  from  the  state  government

and  state  boards  is  another  impediment . ·       

Lack  of  family  support  and  f inancial  problems  at  home

prevent  players  from  taking  up  blind  cricket  professionally .    

In-spite  of  winning  worldcup  in  ODI  and  T20  formats ,  there

is  lack  recognition   and  sponsorship  for  blind  cricket  and  the

players .

21

Many  organisational  challenges  are  l inked  and  related  to  one

another .  The  relationships  between  various  challenges  are

depicted  in  f igure  6  below .  Based  on  that  i t  can  be  inferred

that :

Blind  cricket  as  a  game  needs  recognition  from  Board  of

Control  for  Cricket  in  India  (BCCI ) ·       

More  cricket  tournament  and  matches  must  be  organized

to  promote  blind  cricket      

Visually  challenged  players /cricketers  look  towards  BCCI  for

recognition  and  support  as  the  mainstream  cricket      

Recognition  from  BCCI  will  promote  sponsorship  and  make

of  blind  cricket  more  f inancially  viable .  This  will  enable

more  cricketers   to  be  pursue  i t  as  a  ful l-t ime  profession .
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4 . 2 . 5   F u n d i n g  r e l a t e d  t o  b l i n d  c r i c k e t

Figure  6 :  Relationship  between  Organisational  Challenges

A deeper data analysis confirms lack of
funds as a major  chal lenge represented 
 through  var ious graphs (f igure 7 ,  8 & 9).
According to Mr.  Kumaraswamy,  Sr .  Manager ,
Corporate “We have ambit ious plans and high
aspirat ions for  bl ind cr icket  but  we have not
been able to work towards them due to
paucity  of  funds.… Streamlining of  30 aff i l iate
state cr icket  boards has also been a
chal lenge.”

Mr. Kumaraswamy
Sr. Manager  Corporate,

Samarthanam



23

Figure  7  Funding  related  to  blind  cricket

Figure  8 :  Funds  a  major  challenge  for  CABI  

 There  are  not  suff icient  funds  available  for  the  game .      

CABI  needs  funds  to  develop  cricket ,  however ,  the  task  is

not  easy  as  the  blind  cricket  is  not  recognised .  

Regular  funding  would  be  good  to  promote  blind  cricket .

Analysis  of  funding  related  to  blind  cricket  reveals  that  

Unlike  mainstream  cricket ,  the  money  in  blind  cricket  is

l imited .  

The  cricketers  and  state  boards  expect   more  technical

support  from  the  state  governments .      

More  money  will  create  better  social  impact  through

blind  cricket .
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Figure  9 :   Deeper  Analysis  of  the  Funding  Issues

I t ’s  d i f f icul t  for  the organizat ion l ike CABI to raise fund because
i t ’s  l imi ted to the bl ind community.  
Most of  the state board levels are unable to raise funds
independent ly.
There are not enough funds to create a dedicated ground for
bl ind cr icket.
CABI is unable to at t ract  good people as employees due to lack
of funds which in turn poses a major chal lenge to bui ld the
organisat ion.

4 . 3  T H E  C R I C K E T E R ’S  P E R C E P T I O N  -  M E A S U R I N G  I M P A C T

The  perception  and  view  of  cricket  players  is  the  most

important  dimension  of  assessing  the  social  impact .  They  are

directly  impacted  and  benefitted  by  blind  cricket .  

We  present  to  you  the  views  of  blind  cricket  players  in  this

section .

The  sub-section  4 .3 .1  describes  the  demographics  of  the

participating  cricket  players ,  subsection  4 .3 .2  measures  the

impact  on  individuals  and  4 .3 .3  measures  the  impact  on

society .



The  main  aim  of  this  sub-section  is  to  share  with  you  the

descriptive  statist ics  on  blind  cricket  players .  This  will  set  a

context  for  the  study  and  i ts  f indings .  

 

Cricket  Association  for  Blind  in  India  is  the  body  responsible

for  managing  and  organizing  blind  cricket  in  India .  It  is

aff i l iated  to  the  World  Blind  Cricket  Council .  Since  CABI ’s

activit ies  encompass  the  entire  country ,  effort  has  been  made

in  the  current  study  to  include  participation  from  players

across  the  country .  Total  201  cricketers  effectively  participated

in  the  study .  Their  state-wise  distr ibution  is  indicated  in  Table

2 /  Figure  10 .
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4 . 3 . 1  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  P l a y e r s

Table  2  Sample  Distribution Figure  10  Representation  of  States

The  age  wise  distr ibution  reveals  that  most  of  the

participating  players  are  in  20  and  25  age  group ,  even  though

a  signif icant  number  of  players  continue  to  play  cricket  up  to

31  years  (Table  3  /Figure  11 ) .
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Table  3  Age  Distribution  Figure  11  Age  Distribution

An  analysis  of  the  family  type  and  rural /urban   background  of

the  players  indicates  that  65 .17% of  the  players  belong  to

nuclear  family  (Figure  12 )  and  majority  of  them  stay  in  rural

areas  (Figure  13 ) .

Figure  12– Family  Type  Distribution Figure  13  –  Rural  Urban  Classif ication

We  did  an  analysis  on  the  educational  qualif ication  of  the

respondents .  It  is  very  encouraging  to  see  vision  impairment  has

not  been  an  impediment  to  players  seeking  education  ( f igure  14 ) .

Close  to  70% of  the  players  have  completed  their  tertiary

education  (graduation  and  post-graduation )  and  aspire  to  lead  a

good  l i fe .



To  assess  the  economic  condition  of  the  players ,  data  has  been

collected  on  their  family  income .  The  annual  family  income  of

more  than  70% players  is  less  than  Rs .  2  lakhs  ( f igure  15 ) .

Despite  being  national  and  state  players ,  they  don ’t  earn  a

regular  income  and  l ive  in  poverty .   In  the  absence  of  money ,  i t ’s

probably  their  passion  for  the  game  due  to  which  most  of  them

sti l l  play  blind  cricket .

I f  we  connect  the  above  f indings ,  i t  is  interesting  to  note  that

even  though  close  to  62% players  come  from  rural  area  and  have

an  annual  family  income  of  less  than  INR  2  lakh  per  annum ,  a

large  proportion  of  them  have  f inished  their  college  education

( f igure  13 ,14 ,15 ) .
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Figure  14  The  Education  level  of  respondents

Figure  15  Annual  Family  Income  of  Players



A  study  on  blind  cricket  would  be  incomplete  without  assessing

the  root  cause  of  visual  impairment  among  the  players .  This

data  can  provide  insights  on  preventive  wellness  of  the  players

and  prevent  their  condition  from  debil itating  further .  Almost

half  of  the  players  suffer  from  congenital  eye  disorders  fol lowed

by  optic  nerve  disorders ,  accidents ,  cataract  and  corneal

disorder  contributing  to  the  impairment  (Figure  16 ) .

The  current  subsection  presents  measures  on  the  impact  of  blind

cricket  in  the  l i fe  of  individual  players .  This  is  assessed   through

various  aspects  of   the  player ’s  current  l i fe  including  his  health ,

social  l i fe ,  judgement  of  his  abil it ies ,  cricket  training  provided ,

opportunities  to  play  cricket  matches ,  abil ity  to  get  employment

and  f inancial  capabil ity  to  build  a  home .

In  the  f irst  assessment ,  questions  are  framed  on  the  physical  and

mental  health  of  the  players ,  their  levels  of  activity ,  social  l i fe ,

accessible  infrastructure  and  equipment ,  adaptabil ity  of  the

players  to  new  situation ,  the  opportunities  provided  by  CABI

through  blind  cricket ,  impact  on  the  l i fe  of  the  individual  players

and  the  impact  on  society .
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Figure  16  Various  causes  of  visual  impairments  among  cricketers

4 . 3 . 2   I m p a c t  o n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p l a y e r s



CABI  manages  and  conducts  blind  cricket  in  India  and  thereby

provides  various  opportunities  to  the  visually  challenged

community  (Figure  17 ) .  While  analysing  the  extent  of  opportunities

provided  to  various  educated  groups ,  we  f ind  :

Due  to  vision  impairment ,  the  average  physical  health  of

players  appears  to  be  poor  (average  score  2 .39 )  

Players  exhibit  a  strong  metal  health  (average  score  4 .54 ) .  

Their  average  level  of  daily  activity ,  accessibil ity  and

adaptabil ity  to  new  environment  is  high  (score  greater  than

4 ) .

Cricketers  expect  to  receive  more  opportunities  from  CABI

(2 .23 ) .

There  is  a  higher  impact  of  CABI ’s  activit ies  on  the  l i fe  of  the

individual  players  than  the  impact  on  the  society  as  a  whole .

These  questions  are  measured  on  a  5-point  scale  (1-  strongly

disagree /most  diff icult  and  5  -  strongly  agree /extremely  easy ) .  

 The  f indings  are  summarized  below  
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Table  4  Assessment  of  Players  on  various  dimensions



Maximum  opportunities  are  available  to  graduates  and  post

graduates  who  have  completed  tertiary  education  fol lowed  by

players  who  have  completed  upper  secondary  education .

Negligible  opportunities  are  availed  by  players  with  primary  or

lower  secondary  education .  

The  individual  impact  is  marginally  higher  than  the  impact  on

society ;  however ,  the  impact  is  proportional  to  the

opportunities  availed .

This  is  an  important  insight  for  CABI .  To  become  more

inclusive ,  CABI  must  inspect  and  design  future  plans  to

provide  more  equitable  opportunities  to  all  the  players

irrespective  of  their  level  of  education .   The  impact  of  i ts

activit ies  can  be  magnified  i f  i t  can  alleviate  the  l i fe  of

visually  impaired  who  are  i l l i terate  or  have  very  low  level  of

education
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Figure  17   Education  level  of  the  cricketers  and  the  perceived  opportunities  & impact

Note :  For more detai ls  please refer  to the correlat ion table presented in Table 6(Pg
no.57) under the sect ion on survey methodology.



Further  f igure  18  indicates  that  the  level  of  impact  of  CABI ’s

activit ies  is  higher  for  players  in  urban  areas  than  for  players

in  rural  areas  and  metro  cities .   This  f inding  highlights  the

need  for  CABI  to  strengthen  i ts  aff i l iate  state  boards  so  that

more  and  more  visually  impaired  youth  in  remote  vi l lages  and

semi  urban  areas  can  be  connected  to  blind  cricket  and  get

posit ively  impacted  by  the  activit ies  of  CABI .

A  valuable  tool  for  measuring  the  impact  of  an  activity  is  to

assess  and  compare  the  level  of   parameters   before  and  after

the  activity .   A  similar  approach  has  been  used  below  to  compare

before  and  after   status  on  overall  satisfaction ,  social  status  and

quality  of  l i fe  (Figure  19-23 ) .
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Figure  18  Impact  on  players  across  Rural ,  Urban  and  Metro  areas

As  is  evident  from  the  data  below ,  the  players  perceive  a

signif icant  increase  in  their  level  of  satisfaction  after  joining

blind  cricket  and  associating  with  CABI  (Figure  19 ) .



The  players  also  confirm  an   improvement  in  their  social

status  after  entering  professional  cricket  and  associating  with

CABI  (Figure  20 ) .

We  wanted  to  assess  how  the  quality  of  l i fe  of  the  players  has

changed  after  playing  cricket .  Quality  of  l i fe  is  measured  using

various  dimensions  including  depression  level ,  abil ity  to  perform

daily  tasks ,  family  happiness ,  including  satisfaction  with  l i fe ,  status

in  society  and  contribution  to  the  society  (Figure  21 ) .  A  comparison

of  the  before /after  score  reveals  that  depression  levels  of  the

players  has  come  down .  There  has  been  a  signif icant  improvement

in  all  other  parameters  after  joining  professional  blind  cricket .

Thus  the  data  from  the  study  confirms  that  playing  cricket  has

improved  the  overall  quality  of  the  l i fe  of  the  players .
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Note:  1-Highly  Dissat isf ied;  5 -  Highly  Sat isf ied

Figure  19  Overall  Satisfaction  :  Before  and  After  joining  CABI

Figure  20  Social  Status :  Before  and  After  joining  CABI

Note:  1-Very low improvement ;  5  -Very high improvement



An  individual ’s  l i fe  experience  moulds  his  personality  thus

promoting   higher  self-eff icacy .  This  is  even  more  crucial  for

people  with  any  kind  of  disabil ity  and  impairment .  His  l i fe ’s

success  depends  upon  the  confidence  he  has   on  himself  

 and  his  abil it ies .  When   players  are  questioned  on  this

subject ,  close  to  60% players  confirm  that  playing  blind

cricket  has  highly  enhanced   their  self-confidence  ( f igure  22 ) .
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Figure  21  Change  in  the  Quality  of  Life  after  playing  blind  cricket

Depression Level

Ability to perform daily
work

Family Happiness

Satisfaction with Life

4.030

4.184

4.040

Criteria
Average Score

Before Joining CABI

Status in society

Contribution to Society

3.612

3.458

3.164

2.622

4.398

4.403

Average Score
After Joining CABI

4.189

4.050

3.896

Note:  For  more detai ls  on the scores,  p lease refer  to  Table 7(Pg no.  58)  on the
Qual i ty  of  L ife under survey methodology.



Blind  cricket  is  primari ly  l imited  to  the  visually  impaired

community  and  is  sti l l  not  very  popular  in  the  mainstream

society .  Most  players  are  introduced  to   blind  cricket  while

attending  blind  schools .   Blind  cricket  has  a  specif ic  format

where  the  bowler  bowls  underarm .   The  ball  is  made  of

special  plastic  material  with  pebbles  placed  inside  i t  so  that

it  makes  a  sound .  In  the  absence  of  eye  sight ,   the  players

hear  the  sound  of  the  ball  and  play  the  game .   In  many  cases ,

CABI  and  the  state  boards  have  to  train  players  on  the  blind

cricket  format  before  they  are  ready  to  play  national  and

international  level  matches .  More  than  70% of  the  players  are

satisf ied  with  the  cricket  training  and  coaching  assistance

provided  to  them  by  CABI  and  i ts  aff i l iate  state  boards  ( f igure

23 ) .
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·        

Figure  22  Enhancement  of  Self  Confidence  after  playing  blind  cricket



Only  when  an  individual  is  satisf ied  with  his  l i fe  can  he

contribute  to  the  society  at  large .   Playing  cricket  has  not  only

made  the  players  self-rel iant  but  has  also  opened  up

opportunities  for  the  players  to  be  valuable  members  of  the

society .  As  per  the  data  given  below  ( f igure  24 ) ,  majority  of  the

cricketers  express  that  after  associating  with  cricket  they  are

able  to  contribute  more  meaningfully  to  the  society .
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·        

Figure  23  CABI ’s  training  and  coaching  assistance  to  the  players

·        

Figure  24  Perceived  contribution  to  the  society :  Before  and  After  joining  CABI

Note:  1-  Highly  dissat isfactory contr ibut ion;  5 -  Highly  sat isfactory contr ibut ion



When  an  assessment  is  conducted  on  these  opportunities

(Figure  25  ) ,  i t  is  evident  that  there  is  a  high  posit ive  impact  on

the  l i fe  of  the  individual  players .  The  players  :

Get  opportunities  to  play  cricket  both  at  a  national  level

and  international  level .

Receive  adequate  training  and  cricket  coaching  from  t ime

to  t ime .  

Earn  a  match  fee  for  playing  each  match

Play  national  matches  across  the  country

Mentor  other  playersnything  else  needed  from  my  side

The  data  highlights  that  CABI  must  increase  i ts  focus  in

providing  players  with  more  opportunities  to  play  international

matches  outside  India .  More  opportunities  have  to  be  created

for  an  increased  interaction  of  the  players  with  the   media .

This  will  not  only  boost  the  morale  of  the  players  but  also  build

social  awareness  about  the  game  in  the  mainstream

society .
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·        Figure  25   Opportunities  provided  to  the  individual  players  by  CABI

Note:  For  more detai l  on the measures of  opportunit ies provided by CABI ,  p lease
refer  to Table 8(Pg no.59) under survey methodology.



However ,  players  are  not  very  confident  of  getting  a  job

because  of  cricket .  They  do  not  feel  f inancially  secure  to  build

their  house  and  offer  f inancial  support  to  their  famil ies .  Due  to

these  reasons ,  most  players  do  not   pursue  blind  cricket  as  a

full  t ime  profession .  CABI  is  already  working  towards  getting

recognition  for  blind  cricket  from  BCCI ,  union  sport  ministry

and  the  state  governments .  However  more  efforts  and  funds

are  needed  for  players  to  earn  regular  income  from  blind

cricket   l ike  mainstream  cricket  players  and   become

financially  independent .

A  combined  level  of  analysis  has  also  been  done  to  measure

the  overall  impact  on  the  l i fe  of  individual  players .   The

findings  are  displayed  in  f igure  26 .  It  can  be  inferred  that

players :

Experience  happiness  when  people  view  their  match  

Feel  proud  to  know  they  have  a  fan  fol lowing  on  TV  and  radio  

Perceive  enhanced  self-respect  and  confidence .

Provide  moral  support  to  their  famil ies .
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Figure  26  Impact  on  the  individual  players

Note:  For  more detai l  on the measurement of  the impact on indiv iduals ,  p lease refer
to Table 9(Pg no.  60)   under survey methodology.



The  impact  on  society  is  a  complex  measure .  It  comprises  of

recognition  that  blind  cricket  has  brought  to  the  visually

impaired  community ,  enhancement  of  India ’s  image  through

blind  cricket  on  a  global  stage  and  CABI ’s  contribution  to  the

society .

The  next   level  of  assessment   is  to  go  beyond  the  individual

players  and   measure  the  impact  at  the  level  of  the  society  and

the  country .  CABI  and  i ts  players  represent  India  in  the  world

blind  cricket  forum .  The  blind  players  play  international  and

national  level  blind  cricket  tournaments  l ike  T20  World  Cup ,

ODI  World  Cup ,  Asia  Cup ,  Nagesh  Trophy  and  several  other

national  and  international  series .  We  want  to  assess  i f  they

perceive  that  playing  blind  cricket  brings  recognition  to  the

blind  community .

Our  analysis  confirms  that  more  than  90% of  the  players

believe  playing  blind  cricket  brings  recognition  to  the  entire

visually  impaired  community  ( f igure  27 ) .  During  the  interviews

for  this  study ,  many  Indian  players  who  play  international

blind  cricket  revealed  that  they  are  role  models  and  have  a

huge  fan  fol lowing  on  social  media .

It  is  evident  from  multiple  analysis  presented  in  this  sub-

section ,  that  there  has  been  a  signif icant  impact  in  the  l i fe  of

induvial  players  after  associating  with  CABI  and  playing  blind

cricket  at  a  national  and  international  level .
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4 . 3 . 3  I m p a c t  o n  t h e  s o c i e t y

Figure  27 :  Recognition  to  the  visual  impaired  community



In  blind  cricket  the  Indian  team  has  won  all  the  world  cups  in

ODI  and  T20  formats  as  is  evident  from  our  milestones .  The

team  has  also  won  the  Asia  cup  and  is  currently  the  reigning

world  champion .  The  India  teams  exceptional  performance

has  put  i t  on  a  global  centre  stage  of  world  blind  cricket .

As  per  f igure  28 ,  more  than  92% (54 .23%+37 .81%) players

confirm  that  the  init iatives  taken  by  CABI  both  at  a  national

& international  level  has  enhanced  India ’s  posit ion  in  the

world .

39

Figure  28 :  Enhancement  of  India ’s  posit ion  in  the  world

It  is  very  important  to  know  i f  the  players  feel  satisf ied  with

the  way  blind  cricket  is  managed  and  represented  in  the

country .

The  data  below  confirms  that  close  to  70% players  are

satisf ied  by  managing  and  organizing  blind  cricket

matches  in  India ,  CABI  is  providing  them  a  platform  to

showcase  their  talent  ( f igure  29 )  and  uplift ing  the  visually

impaired  community .



National  & international  cricket  enhances  the  image  of  the

blind  community .  

Blind  cricket  changes  the  perception  of  the  society  towards

the  visually  impaired  from  being  a  burden  to  showcasing

their  hidden  potential .

Blind  community  is  recognised  more  & more  because  of

CABI 's  activity .

Blind  cricket  is  yet  to  signif icantly  improve  the  quality  of  l i fe

and  well-being  of  the  famil ies  of  the  cricket  players .  As

majority  of  them  come  from  poor  rural  households ,  this

f inding  is  of  great  importance .   Players  are  unable  to

financially  support  their  famil ies .   As  a  result ,  many  players

pursue  blind  cricket  as  a  passion .  In  the  future  this  may

prevent  talented  players  from  pursuing  blind  cricket  as  a  ful l

t ime  profession .  This  has  to  be  an  important  focus  area  for

CABI .

A  combined  level  of  analysis  has  been  done  to  measure  the

overall  impact  of  blind  cricket  and  CABI ’s  activit ies  on  the

society .  This  impact  ( f igure  30 )  reveals  that
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Figure  29  CABI ’s  contribution  to  the  Society



Note: -  For  more detai ls  on the measures for  the impact on society ,  p lease refer
to Table 10(Page no.61) under survey methodology.
When combined impact of  the indiv idual  and the society is assessed here are

the f indings:-

Opportunity  provided  by  CABI  has  very  high  impact  on  the

society  and  impact  on  the  individual  players .  This  is  an

important  and  relevant  f inding  because  i t  gives  credibil ity  to

the  work  done  by  CABI .  It  provides  evidence  that  by  managing

and  organizing  blind  cricket  in  India ,  CABI  is  changing  the

Indian  society .  It  also  lends  credibil ity  to  the  claim  that  the  l i fe

of  players  has  changed  for  the  better  who  would  have

otherwise  l ived  a  marginalised  l i fe .

Accessible  infrastructure  and  adaptabil ity  create  more

opportunities  for  the  players .  CABI  must  therefore  spend  more

funds  in  the  future  on  building  accessible  infrastructure  and

training  faci l it ies  for  the  visually  impaired  players .

The  l i fe  skil ls  program  conducted  by  CABI  which  imparts

training  to  cricket  players  on  spoken  english ,  personality

development ,  computer  skil ls  etc .  is  valuable  as  i t  improves

the  adaptabil ity  of  the  players .  It  is  therefore  recommended

that  CABI  must  extend  and  impart  this  program  to  all  the

players .
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Figure  30  Impact  on  Society



When  relationships  between  the  various  dimensions  in  the

study  were  investigated ,  ( f igure  32 ) ,  the  results  are  very

encouraging .  The  data  statist ically  prove  signif icant

relationships  between  variables  which  have  been  marked  in

red  colour .   Based  on  this  i t  can  be  concluded  that

The  micro  level  impact  on  individual  player  in  terms  of

building  their  confidence ,  self-respect ,  happiness ,  satisfaction ,

capabil ity  amplif ies  the  impact  at  the  macro  level  on  their

famil ies  and  the  society  at  large .
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Figure  31  The  impact  on  individual  players  and  the  society

Good  physical  health  encourages  visually  challenged

people  to  do  their  daily  work  independently ;

Activity  helps  them  to  adapt  to  the  new  environment  as

well  as  to  interact  with  any  system ;

Adaptabil ity  and  accessibil ity  in  turn  enable  them  to  avail

opportunities  provided  by  CABI ;

The  more  the  opportunity  they  receive ,  the  higher  the

impact  on  their  individual  l ives ,  on  the  blind  community  as

well  as  on  the  entire  society ;

Finally ,  the  more  the  individual  players  get  benefitted ,  the

higher  is  the  impact  on  society .



The  above  results  statist ically  confirm  that  blind  cricket  is  a

good  medium  for  visually  challenged  to  remain  physically

active  and  maintain  good  health .  It  improve  their  adaptabil ity

in  l i fe  and  increases  their  accessibil ity  to  new  avenues  by

organizing  blind  cricket  matches  and  managing  blind  cricket

in  India ,  CABI  is  providing  extensive  opportunities  for  growth

and  development  to  these  youngsters .  These  opportunities  to

play  matches  are  signif icantly  impacting  the  l i fe  of  the

individual  players  all  across  the  country .  They  are  also  brining

about  a  posit ive  change  in  the  Indian  society .

For  more  details  on  the  path   analysis  ,  please  refer  to  Table  11

on  page  no .  63  under  the  section  on  survey  methodology .

Valuing  social  impact  is  about  verifying  the  claims  of  posit ive

social  impact .  Life  stories  of  Mr .  Sukhram  Majhi  and  Mr .

Lokesha  have  been  presented  below  to  showcase  their  humble

beginings  and  how  opportunities  provided  by  CABI  and  their

cricketing  talent  put  together  has  given  them  a  chance  to  l ive

a  l i fe  of  their  dreams .  Media  coverage  on  blind  cricket  as  well

as  letter  from  Hon 'ble  President  of  India  Shri  Pranab

Mukherjee  have  also  been  used  to  value  the  impact  of  CABI 's

work  in  India .
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Figure  32  The  derived  path  of  measuring  the  Impact  on  the  Individual  and  Society

4 . 4  V A L U I N G  I M P A C T
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4 . 4 . 1  M r .  S u k h r a m  M a j h i :  A  H e r o  A g a i n s t  A l l  O d d s
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4 . 4 . 2  M r .  L o k e s h a :  P a s s i o n  w i t h  a  P u r p o s e



4.4 .2  M e d i a  Ar t i c l e s
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M e d i a  Ar t i c l e s

47



48



49

5 . C O N C L U S I O N  A N D  M E S S A G E  F O R  L E A D E R S  A N D  S O C I E T Y

Using  the  EVPA  model  and  i ts  impact  value  chain ,  we   have

measured  the  social  impact  at  various  levels  through  an

organization  inputs ,  activit ies ,  outputs  and  outcomes .  Based

on  the  analysis  presented  in  this  report  we  can  thus

summarise  the  social  impact  of  CABI  :

Inputs :  The  inputs  constitute  all  the  resources  whether

capital  or  human  invested  inthe  activit ies  of  CABI .   Based  on

our  analysis  Rs .  12 ,67 ,96 ,416 /-  funds  have  been  raised  for

blind  cricket  and  more  than  5000+ volunteers  have  worked

with  CABI  in  the  last  decade .

Activit ies :  The  activit ies  are  concrete  actions  and  tasks  and

work  carried  out  by  CABI .  It  has  provided  a  global  platform

for  the  blind  cricket  players  to  showcase  their  talent .

Section  4 .1  and  4 .2  depict  the  activit ies  of  CABI  as  seen  from

the  eyes  of  the  top  management  and  state  boards .  CABI  is

working  on  creating  and  developing  an  accessible  world

class  cricket  infrastructure  for  the  visually  impaired  players .

Due  to  paucity  of  funds ,  this  may  take  a  few  more  years .

Outputs :  CABI  has  touched  the  l ives  of  25 ,000  players  all

across  the  country  through  i ts  30  aff i l iate  state  boards .  The

milestones  section  is  a  testimony  to  the  various  national

and  international  matches  organized  by  CABI  in  addition  to

the  ODI  world  cup ,  T20  world  cup ,  Asia  Cup  & Nagesh

Trophy .  The  tournaments  and  trophies  won  by  the  Indian

blind  cricket  team  and  the  fact  that  the  Indian  team  is  the

reigning  world  champion  are  all  tangible  output  from

CABI ’s  activit ies .

Outcome :  The  outcomes  are  signif icant  changes  in  the  l i fe

of  the  individual  players  and  the  changes  in  society

resulting  from  CABI ’s  activit ies  which  are  reflected  in

section  4 .3  and  4 .4 .  



Making  the  next  possible  …

We  believe  that  CABI  must  posit ively  impact  the  l i fe  of  visually

challenged  players ,  their  famil ies  and  the  society .  We  have

made  huge  progress  in  the  last  decade .  Our  players  are  more

confident ,  have  higher  self-respect  and  are  showcasing  their

talent  both  at  a  national  and  international  level .  However ,  we

cannot  rest  on  our  laurels .  What  got  us  here  will  not  take  us  to

the  next  level .   For  a  higher  level  of  impact  ,  CABI  will  have  to

align  i ts  funds  and  resources  to  strategic  goals  and  objectives .

We  are  already  working  to  get  blind  cricket  recognized  by  BCCI

and  the  sports  ministry .  
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The  two  success  stories  on  Mr .  Sukharam  Majhi  and  Mr .

Lokesha ,  media  coverage  and  appreciation  letter  bear

testimony  to  the  deep  social  impact  created  by  CABI  and  blind

cricket .

CABI  is  streamlining  the  blind  cricket  along  with  the  support

of  state  cricket  boards  to  manage  i t  professionally  and  attract

talented  players  and  good  employees .

The  world  is  changing  rapidly  and  becoming  more  inclusive .

Together  we  have  an  opportunity  to  make  a  change  in  the

society  and  give  people  with  vision  impairment  an  equal

chance  to  showcase  their  talent  and  l ive  a  good  quality  of  l i fe .

This  is  your  chance  to  transform  their  l i fe  forever  and  create  a

better  world .  We  hope  to  partner  with  you  in  making  this

future  possible .

More  funds  are  needed  to  make  blind  cricket  f inancial ly  self-

rel iant  profession  so  that  players  can  ful ly  focus  on  their  game .
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6 . W A Y  F O R W A R D

CABI  is  a  national  organization  and  the  governing  council  and

the  members  belong  to  different  states  of  the  country .

Samarthanam ’s  patronage  and  good  will  is  very  crucial  and

essential  to  accomplish  our  grand  vision  of  getting  recognition

for  CABI  from  BCCI  and  Ministry  of  Sports .  Most  of

Samarthanam ’s  donors  support  cricket  for  the  blind

directly / indirectly  which  has  provided  continuous  funding .  

We  envision  creating  our  own  faci l it ies  and  infrastructure  for

the  blind  cricket .  We  stand  committed  to  bringing  blind

cricket  to  the  mainstream  cricket  as  much  as  possible  in  terms

of  uniform ,  brand  recognition ,  media  support  and  celebrity

endorsements .   We  aspire  to  fol low  the  footsteps  of   BCCI  and

organize  a  cricket  league  on  the  IPL  model .   BCCI  is  a  well-

managed  sports  organization  with  great  reputation  and   abil ity

to  sustain  themselves .  Sustainabil ity  is  very  important  for  us .  As

most  of  our  cricketers  are  from  challenging  socio  economic

background ,  we  plan  to  attract  resources  round  the  year   for

their  welfare  by  building  our  infrastructure  and  bringing  some

innovative  init iatives .  We  want  to  f inancial ly  support  their

education ,  get  them  skil led  and  make  them  employable  so

that  they  are  able  to  stand  on  their  own  feet  after  retir ing  from

cricket .
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SURVEY METHODOLOGY 

In  order  to  understand  the  holist ic  picture  of  CABI ’s  activit ies ,

the  study  has  adapted  the  broad  framework  devised  by

European  Venture  Philanthropy  Association  (EVPA )  to  measure

the  impact .   The  key  approach  is  based  on  ‘Stakeholder ’s

Analysis ’  in  which  various  stakeholders  including  management ,

State  Board  members  and  players  have  been  surveyed  and

analysed .  However ,  i t  was  not  possible  to  survey  the  members

from  funding  agency ,  both  from  private  as  well  as  from  public

sector .  The  impact  study  fol lows  a  hybrid  method  of  analysing

the  stakeholders :   a  qualitative  analysis  has  been  performed  on

the  interviews  conducted  on  top  management  and  on  the  State

Board  members  whereas  a  quantitative  (statist ical )  analysis  has

been  carried  out  on  survey  responses  provided  by  the  players .

QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS
As  the  assessment  of  impact  has  been  felt  by  the  top

management  of  the  organisation ,  the  study  has  interviewed  the

management  and  the  State  Board  members  to  understand  the

objectives  and  motivations  to  carry  out  such  study .  In-depth

structured  interviews  were  conducted  with  the  top  management

to  gain  deeper  insights  into  the  objectives  of  this  assessment .

The  focus  of  the  interviews  concentrated  on  certain  aspects  of

the  organisation  and  i ts  activit ies  including  purpose  of  the

impact  study ,  social  problems  that  CABI  addresses ,  objectives

and  challenges  of  the  organisation ,  activit ies ,  milestones  and

the  funding  of  the  organisation .  We  have  interviewed  six  key

personnel  including  Mr .  Mahantesh ,  President ,  CABI  & Founder

and  Managing  Trustee ,  Samarthanam ;  Mr .  Rajnish ,  Vice

President ,  CABI ,  Mr .  Satish ,  Non-Executive  Director ,  CABI ;  Mr .

David ,  General  Secretary ,  CABI  and  Mr .  Chandrasekhar ,

Treasurer ,  CABI ;  and  four  State  Board  members  who  represent

north ,  east ,  south  and  west  region  of  the  country .
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These  interviews  then  were  transcribed  and  subsequently

analysed  using  Text Mining, a key machine learning
technique ,  to  extract  the  important  views  from  these  interview

speeches .  The  study  has  extensively  used  certain  machine

learning  tools  to  analyse  the  stakeholders ’  views .  For  example ,

we  have  categorised  & captured  their  views  on  objective  of  the

impact  study  using  category bar chart  of  key  concepts  (Figure

1 ) ;  objectives  of  blind  cricket  have  been  narrated  using  concept
web  in  f igure  2  and  the  challenges  regarding  funding  is

captured  in  yet  another  concept web  in  f igure  3 .  We  have  also

used  web cloud  (Figure  4 )  to  show  the  implied  relationships

between  various  social  problems  that  CABI  tr ies  to  address .  We

have  further  performed  a  cluster analysis  to  observe  the

correlation  between  various  clusters  of  organisational

challenges  (Figure  9 ) .

 QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS
In  the  second  phase  of  the  analysis ,  we  have  measured  the

impact  of  CABI ’s  activit ies  on  individual  players  as  well  as  on

the  entire  society  including  players ’  family  and  the  blind

community .  For  the  purpose  of  this  survey ,  we  contacted  344

male  players  from  all  over  India  and  only  201  players  responded

and  completed  the  survey ,  i .e . ,  58 .4% contacts  turned  out  to  be

effective  contacts .  We  have  examined  these  players  through  a

set  of  structured  questionnaire .  As  the  respondents  are  visually

impaired ,  we  took  approximately  one  hour  to  collect  responses

from  individual  player  through  telephonic  interview  process .

These  responses  have  been  captured  in  google  forms  for  further

analysis .  The  perception  of  players  has  been  captured  on

various  attributes ,  including  the  status  of  their  mental  and

physical  health ,  extent  of  their  social izing ,  their  level  of

independent  activit ies ,  accessibil ity ,  adaptabil ity ,  receiving  and

util izing  opportunities  from  CABI ,  and  f inally ,  impact  of  CABI ’s

activit ies  on  their  individual  l ives  as  well  as  on  the  entire

society .  



After  consulting  a  few  studies  on  measuring  impact ,  we

conceptualised  the  fol lowing  model  ( f igure  33 )  to  measure  the

impact .  As  indicated  in  the  diagram ,  i t ’s  clear  that  two  impact

outcomes  have  been  measured :  impact  on  individuals  and

impact  on  society .

We  have  performed  a  multi-stage  procedure  to  analyse  the

impact  in  holist ic  manner .  

Firstly ,  we  have  summarised  the  perceptions  of  players  on

certain  key  aspects  of  their  l ives  and  activit ies .  All  the  survey

instruments  (survey  questions )  were  measured  on  a  5-point

scale .  We  present  the  scales  of  each  attribute  in  Table  5 .  
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Figure  33   Impact  Study  –  Research  Conceptual  Model

Table  5 :  Scales  of  Attributes



On  the  basis  of  the  above  scale ,  we  have  summarised  the

attributes  using  descriptive  statist ics  tools  and  techniques ,  the

result  of  which  is  presented  in  table  4  and  in  f igures  18  & 19 .

In  the  second  stage ,  we  carried  out  Pearson ’s  correlation

analysis  to  understand  the  strength  of  correlation  between

various  attributes .  Table  6  depicts  the  correlation  coeff icient

between  two  attributes  and  the  highlighted  f igures  indicate

that  there  exists  posit ive  correlation  between  the  attributes .

Please  refer  to  Figure  31 (pg  no  42 )  for  visualizing  the  strength

of  relationship  between  the  attributes  under  study .
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Table  6  Attributes  Correlation

Note:  ***  -  Results are stat ist ical ly  s ignif icant  at  p<0.01



Third  stage  of  quantitative  analysis  carried  out  ‘Paired  T  Test ’ ,  a

statist ical  modell ing  technique  to  capture  the  difference  in

players ’  physical ,  mental  & social  status  before  and  after  joining

CABI .  

Table  7  Change  in  the  Quality  of  Life  (Psychological  & Environmental  Status )  

 after  joining  CABI
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Figure  34  Correlation  between  attributes

Note:  1 – Lowest level  of  the attr ibute;  5 – Highest  level  of  the attr ibute

Table  7  clearly  indicates  that  there  is  a  distinct  improvement  in

the  players  quality  of  l i fe  in  terms  of  their  depression  level ,

abil ity  to  perform  daily  work ,  family  happiness ,  satisfaction  with

life ,  status  in  society  and  in  their  contribution  to  society .



Finally ,  we  measured  the  overall  impact  using  Structural  Equation

Modeling  technique ,  a  multivariate  statist ical  path  analysis

procedure  to  examine  the  uni-directional  relationships  between  all

the  attributes  featured  in  f igure  33 (Pg  no .  56 ) .  The  study  focused  on

two  objectives  while  conducting  the  SEM-Path  Analysis :

Let  us  understand  the  various  survey  instruments  and  their

measures  for  certain  key  attributes  of  the  study  including

opportunity ,  impact  on  individuals  as  well  as  impact  on  society .

Table  8  explains  the  various  opportunities  provided  by  CABI  to  the

blind  community .  As  all  the  instruments  are  measured  on  a  5-

point  scale  (1  =  very  low ;  5  =  very  high ) ,  the  average  scores  capture

the  average  level  of  opportunity  received  by  all  the  players .
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1 .  To  identify  the  attributes  that  are  impacting  the  individual  players

2 .  To  identify  the  attributes  that  are  impacting  the  players ’  family ,

bling  community  as  well  as  the  entire  society .

Table  8  Measuring  Opportunity  Provided  by  CABI



All  the  instruments  are  measured  on  a  5-point  scale  (1  =  very

low ;  5  =  very  high ) ;  the  average  scores  indicate  the  perceptions

of  the  players  about  the  impact  of  CABI ’s  opportunity  on  their

individual  l ives .  The  similar  analysis  has  been  carried  out  at

macro  level  in  which  the  impacts  are  measured  on  the  society .

Table  10  represents  the  various  instruments  which  have

measured  the  impact  of  CABI ’s  activit ies  on  the  blind

community  as  well  as  on  the  entire  society .

60

Table  9  Measuring  Impact  on  Individuals
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The  path  of  the  study  is  based  on  the  fol lowing  logic

established  in  earl ier  similar  kind  of  studies .  We  understand

that  good  physical  and  mental  health  would  enable  a  player  to

perform  his  daily  activit ies  independently ;  an  active  player

social ises ,  is  able  to  access  any  system ,  and  he  is  also  capable

to  adapt .  Therefore ,  we  scrutinize  the  fol lowing  relationships

using  certain  statist ical  techniques .

Table  10  Measuring  Impact  on  Society

With  reference  to  the  research  conceptual  model  presented  in

f igure  33 ,  we  have  examined  12  key  relationships  between

various  attributes  which  lead  to  posit ive  impact  on  individual

players  as  well  as  on  entire  society .  The  principal  focus  of  this

path  analysis  is  to  observe  how  opportunity  provided  by  CABI

plays  a  pivotal  role  to  have  a  posit ive  impact  on  individual

players  as  well  as  on  the  entire  society .
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Further ,  we  realize  that  accessibil ity  and  adaptabil ity  cannot

improve  one ’s  l i fe  unless  they  get  certain  opportunities  to  exercise

these  qualit ies  and  thereby  to  get  benefit  out  of  i t .  It  is  in  this

context  we  analyse  that  how  opportunities  provided  by  CABI

actually  helps  one  to  grow ,  to  settle  and  to  be  happy  in  l i fe .

Further ,  when  these  visually  challenged  people  get  an  opportunity

to  play  cricket  in  local ,  regional ,  national  and  international  level ,

that  leaves  a  long  term  impact  on  their  family ,  on  the  blind

community  as  well  as  on  the  entire  society .  This  has  prompted  us

to  examine  a  path  relationship  between  various  attributes  which

are  mediating  through  opportunity .  In  order  to  see  the  holist ic

picture ,  we  tested  the  fol lowing  relationship  statist ically .

H6 :  Accessibil ity  boosts  confidence ,  satisfaction  and  happiness  of

an  individual  through  opportunity .

H7 :  Accessibil ity  positively  impacts  society  mediating  through

opportunity .

H8 :  Adaptabil ity  enhances  confidence ,  satisfaction  and  happiness

of  an  individual  through  opportunity .

H9 :  Adaptabil ity  positively  contributes  to  the  development  of

society  mediating  through  opportunity .

H1 :  Good  physical  health  keeps  people  active .

H2 :  Mental  Health  strengthens  activity .

H3 :  An  active  person  intends  to  social ize .

H4 :  Activity  helps  to  increase  the  accessibil ity .

H5 :  Activity  enhances  the  adaptabil ity  power .

H10 :  Opportunities  provided  by  CABI  posit ively  contributes  to

individual ’s  development  as  well  the  development  of  the  society .

H11 :  Accessibil ity  contributes  posit ively  to  the  development  of

society  through  opportunity  provided  by  CABI  as  well  through

boosting  status  of  an  individual .

H12 :  Adaptabil ity  contributes  posit ively  to  the  development  of

society  through  opportunity  provided  by  CABI  as  well  through

boosting  status  of  an  individual .
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Table  11  Results  of  Path  Analysis

Note:  ***  -  Signif icant  at  1% level ;  **  -  Signif icant  at  5% level

The  results  of  these  hypotheses  are  given  in  Table  11 .

Posit ive  coeff icients  for  all  the  paths  indicate  positive

relationships  between  the  paths  of  attributes .  However ,  we

observe  that  certain  relationships  are  not  statist ically

signif icant .  We  conclude  that  there  are  no  relationships

between  mental  health  and  activity ,  between  activity  and

social izing ,  between  activity  and  adaptabil ity  and  between

adaptabil ity  and  opportunity .

In  the  mediation  path  analysis ,  we  found  that  i f  the

opportunities  are  not  provided  to  these  visually  challenged

people ,  then  the  glory  of  their  individual  l ives  as  well  as  the

development  of  the  society  would  be  meaningless .  The  f inal

path  model  is  given  in  f igure  32 .


