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Nagesh Trophy National T20 Tournament for the Blind

Nagesh Trophy was launched in the memory of SP Nagesh, Founder President, Cricket Association 
for the Blind in India and Founder Trustee, Samarthanam Trust for the Disabled in the year 2018-
2019. The launch of the tournament brought together the entire bind cricket community onto one 
huge platform, buttressing the cause and creating a milestone in the blind cricket history. 

Each year the National Tournament witnesses visually impaired players, celebrities, philanthropic 
individuals, well-wishers, donors and supporters come together to cheer the blind cricket players 
portray the best performances on the field.  Samarthanam and CABI conveys sincere gratitude to all 
those who have supported directly or indirectly, taking blind cricket to the utmost level.

The action packed IndusInd Bank Nagesh Trophy T20 Cricket Tournament for the Blind, second 
season, took off on 7 November, 2019 at Agartala. At the opening, many dignitaries from various 
parts of Tripura made sure their presence was felt as Tripura became the new venue to host 
IndusInd Nagesh Trophy matches this season.

Debasis Bhattacharji, Assistant Director, Sports Department of Tripura, Timir Chandra, Tripura 
Cricket Association secretary, Krishna Roy Ganguly, Principal IVH girls School, Brajahari Debnath, 
President ATBC, Chairman Cricket for the Blind in Tripura (CABT), Mahantesh GK, President 
Cricket Association for the Blind in India (CABI) and World Blind Council (WBC), Chinmoy 
Mondal, East Zone secretary, Cricket Association for the Blind in India were the dignitaries who 
graced the occasion.

55 league matches were played between 24 State teams across 12 cities from 7 November 2019 to 19 
December 2019. Following which were the Quarter Finals, Semis and the Final Match.

SP Nagesh,  Founder President, Cricket Association for the Blind in 
India and Founder Trustee, Samarthanam Trust for the Disabled was 
the leading light of Cricket for the Blind. Being an avid cricketer and a 
passionate sport-sperson, Nagesh strived for the development of Blind 
Cricket in India.

He played a key role in organizing the first ever T20 World Cup
for the Blind in India in the year 2012 where the Indian team defeated 
Pakistan in the finals. He was a true visionary, an international cricketer 
and an accomplished sportsman who raised the bars of quality 
cricket for the blind. Despite being a partially blind person, he went on 
to become a beacon for many persons with disabilities.

Nagesh represented India in several International sports meets. He had 
won 7 gold and 3 silver medals, besides several medals in State and
National level games.

Second Season of Nagesh Trophy National T20 Tournament 
for the Blind | Supported by IndusInd Bank

7 November 2019 to 21 January 2020
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Andhra Pradesh

Bihar

Delhi

Goa

Gujarat

Haryana

Himachal Pradesh

Jammu and Kashmir

Jharkhand

Karnataka

Kerala

Madhya Pradesh

Maharashtra

Manipur

Odisha

Pondicherry

Punjab

Rajasthan

Tamil Nadu

Telangana

Tripura

Uttar Pradesh

Uttarakhand

West Bengal

24 States of India participated

1500 blind cricket players involved

17000 online viewers

5000 stadium audience

15 cities62 matches played across

A Press Conference organized during the 
IndusInd Nagesh Trophy at the Bangalore 

Press Club



The match begins!

The much-awaited IndusInd Nagesh Trophy’s first league match was played between 
Uttarakhand and Tripura at Agartala on 7 November 2019. Following which 54 league matches 
were played and it had come down to eight teams, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, 
Kerala, Andhra Pradesh Odisha, Maharashtra, and Rajasthan, to battle in the Quarter Finals. 

In the first quarter final between Haryana and Madhya Pradesh, Haryana cruised to a com-
fortable victory over Madhya Pradesh and became the first team to qualify for the semi-finals of 
the second edition of IndusInd Bank Nagesh trophy. Deepak Malik was declared to be the Man 
of the Match. 

The second quarter final was between Karnataka and Kerala, where the incredible duo, 
Prakash Jayaramiah and Lokesh led the Karnataka team to victory, locking their place in the 
semifinals. Prakash brought up his first century of the season with a stroke-filled innings while 
Lokesh gave him good support from the other end as Karnataka finished their innings. The 
opening ceremony was attended by Vishwanath, Hon MLA and political secretary to the Hon 
Chief Minister of Karnataka along with Ashok IRS, Principal Commissioner of Customs, 
Government of India. 

The third quarter final witnessed Andhra Pradesh put on an all-round performance as they 
knocked out defending champions Odisha. The score board pressure looked to have got the 
better of the defending champions as they lost half their side seven overs. Andhra Pradesh 
booked their place in the semi final and Durga Rao was the Man of the Match.

The last quarter final was played between Rajasthan and Maharashtra. Maharashtra was a live-
wire in the field with the substitute Abhijeet effecting two direct hits and Rajasthan succumbed 
under pressure to hand the match on the platter to Maharashtra.

Chief Guests at the Final Match-  Malini Krishnamurthy, ADGP, Rajanish Henry, VP- CABI, Mahantesh GK, 
President of CABI, Roger Binny, President KSCA, KV Kupparaju, MD, Chancery Group of Hotels, Rajeev 

Gowda, Rajyasabha Member, David John, Secretary - CABI, DT Kumar, CABI Official



The first semi finals witnessed an energetic battle between Karnataka and Maharashtra where the 
host Karnataka defeated Maharashtra by reaching the set target with ease and Shambu 
Lingaiah was declared Player of the match. 

The second semi-final was played between Haryana and Andhra Pradesh. The team from AP won 
by 7 wickets with T Krishna was declared as Player of the match.

Krishna Byregowda, MLA, gave away the awards to the players in the award ceremony. He lauded 
the efforts and dedication of GK Mahantesh, President of CABI and Founder of 
Samarthanam, in empowering the visually impaired.

Andhra Pradesh lifted the coveted IndusInd Bank Nagesh Trophy National T20 Tournament for 
the Blind 2019-20 by defeating the hosts Karnataka at the Chinnaswamy Stadium on 21 January 
2020. 

ThandavaKrishna, D Venkateshwara Rao and Ajay Kumar Reddy from AP put up an amazing 
performance in the finals to beat Karnataka and take the team to victory. AP team was impressive 
in their batting while their plan of bowling first worked, as they restricted Karnataka to less than 
200 runs. A Venkateshwara Rao, who took down two important wickets, was declared the player 
of the finals.

Veteran Indian player and KSCA president Roger Binny handed over the trophy to AP Captain D 
Venkateshwara Rao along with Rajeev Gowda, MP. Leelavati, Director, Department for the 
Empowerment of Differently Abled and Senior Citizens, KV Kupparaju, Managing Director, 
Chancery Group of Hotels and Mahantesh GK, President of CABI and Founder, Samarthanam 
Trust, also graced the ceremony.

Grand Finale of the IndusInd Bank Nagesh Trophy for the Blind

A gripping Semi-Final 

Players of the Series: Rohit Sharma from Jammu and Kashmir, Ajay Reddy from 
Andhra Pradesh, Sunil Ramesh from Karnataka

Sunil Ramesh receiving the ‘Man of the Match’ Award 
from Malini Krishnamurthy, ADGP

The Winners Trophy received by AP team at 
the hands of Roger Binny, President KSCA



PICTURE GALLERY
Semi Final and Final Matches

Andhra Pradesh team received the Winning Trophy at the hands of Roger Binny, 
former cricketer and President of KSCA.

Venkatesh A receiving the ‘Man of the Match’ 
Award from Roger Binny, President of KSCA



Karnataka team receiving the Runners-up Trophy at the hands of 
Rajeev Gowda, Rajyasabha Member.



Media Coverage
Semi Final and Final Matches





PICTURE GALLERY
Branding- IndusInd Bank (Prime Sponsor)





A huge shout-out to the blind cricket players and the supporting units 
for a breathtaking performance and executing the biggest 

tournament in a beautiful way.

Blind Cricket provides an opportunity to the talented visually impaired 
players from various regions to display their sporting skills.

The initiative transformed the personalities of the players, groomed 
their skills and empowered them economically.

It served as a motivation to many budding visually impaired players to 
pick up the game and contribute towards the blind cricket history.

Blind cricket success stories tell the world that people with disabilities 
can make history when given an opportunity and a platform to 

perform. 

Cricket Association for the Blind in India (CABI)
CA:39, 15th Cross, 16th Main, Sector 4, HSR Layout, 

Bengaluru 560102 Karnataka India

Blind Cricket
A game with no barriers


