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About Samarthanam Trust for the Disabled
Samarthanam Trust for the Disabled was established in the year 1997 by Founder Managing Trustee 
Mahantesh G Kivadasannavar along with his schoolmate and childhood friend, Late. Nagesh SP. The 
founders, being visually impaired and having witnessed various challenges, have together 
conceptualized Samarthanam, an organization which would cater to people with disabilities, 
including visually impaired and underserved. The organization establishing Schools, Livelihood 
Resource Centres, Rehabilitation Centres, Social Enterprises and a Sports Association for the 
visually impaired. Nearly two decades down the road, Samarthanam expanded and fortified to be 
recognized as an umbrella organization, offering services to hundreds of people with disabilities, 
underserved and women in distress. 

Acknowledging the efforts, National Award for Child Welfare (2010) by Ministry of Women & Child 
Development, Government of India and National Award for Child Welfare (2014) in the institution 
category were awarded. 

Samarthanam and Sports for the Blind
Sports form an integral part of Samarthanam’s initiatives as Mahantesh GK and Nagesh SP, the 
Founders of Samarthanam, are cricket enthusiasts and passionate players. They have strived for 
the development and promotion of cricket for visually impaired and hence ‘Cricket Association for 
the Blind in India’ (CABI) was founded in 2010. CABI and Indian Team’s success portfolio include 
winning trophies from first T-20 World Cup (2012), fourth ODI World Cup Championship (2014) and 
T-20 Asia Cup (2016).

Cricket for the Blind
Sport for the blind is a rightful pursuit and it forms a platform for physical and social development. 
Making the most popular game of cricket accessible to people with visual impairment, bringing 
them onto the field and be a part of cricket, “Cricket for the Blind” was developed. It is a different 
version of the sport, adapted to suit the constraints of partial and complete visually impaired 
players. Cricket for the Blind was first introduced by Australia and later came to India in 1980. 

The primitive form of Cricket for the Blind in India was played by replacing the ball with an empty 
tin and a stick for a bat. The replacement was to enable the visually impaired hear and identify the 
location of ball and hit accordingly. Players were dependent on audio cues to execute the game. 
Eventually, audio ball replaced the empty tin and bats for sticks. The audio ball, designed by 
National Institute for the Visually Handicapped (NIVH), Dehradun, is currently accepted as an 
international standard ball. Verbal signals are used by players and umpires such as shouting the 
word ‘play’ while delivering the ball. The delivery is required to pitch at least twice when bowled to 
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the batsman. Totally blind fielders are allowed to catch the ball on the bounce.

The game started garnering support in due course and the first National Tournament took place in 
1990. World Blind Cricket Limited (WBC), established in 1996, governs Cricket for the Blind with an 
objective of promoting and administering the game of Cricket for the Blind globally. Following was 
the first World Cup for the Blind organized in 1998.

1922   Australia initiated Blind Cricket
1996   Formation of WBC, ACBI

1998   First World Cup in New Delhi
2002   Second World Cup in Chennai

2006   Third World Cup in Pakistan
2010   Cricket Association for the Blind (CABI) formed

2012   First T20 World Cup in India
2014   Fourth ODI World Cup in South Africa

2016   T20 Asia Cup in India
2017   Second T20 World Cup in India

About Cricket Association for the Blind in India (CABI)
Cricket Association for Blind in India (CABI) is the apex body organizing and conducting cricket for 
blind in India and is affiliated to World Blind Cricket Ltd (WBC). CABI has been organizing cricket 
tours and tournaments since 2010 and working on blind cricket awareness. CABI organizes 
tournaments at District, State, Zonal and National levels. Currently 24 states represent in the 
domestic level game and more than 25,000 players involve in various cricket tournaments in India. 
CABI was conferred the responsibility of organizing First ever T-20 World Cup and the outcome was 
appreciated by public and media. By promoting the game, CABI believes that the attitude of the 
society towards the visually impaired youngsters turns positive and eventually helps them integrate 
into the mainstream.

CABI Mission 
To use competitive cricket for making the visually impaired look at life positively, gain confidence 
and strive to be winners; and enlighten the society on the ability and talent of the players.

CABI Goals
•  Create awareness among the public on the ability and talent of the visually impaired youngsters. 
Provide opportunities to showcase the talent in cricket on various platforms 
•  Organize and schedule various coaching activities, tournaments and championships at various 
levels including bilateral series and overseas tours 
•  Create a strong network by including active regional cricket agencies and blind schools. Compose 
cricketing guidelines and consequently monitor the implementation 
•  Help the local cricket governing agencies in organizing regional tournaments for the purpose 
of identifying talented players. Organize teams along with physiotherapists, trainers, umpires and 
associated personnel and supervise the unit 
•  Effort towards receiving continuous support and affiliation from Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) and Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports, Government of India



World Cup Cricket for the Blind

Nurturing the passion and taking the talent onto a larger stage and wider audience, the first T20 
World Cup Cricket involving most of the cricket playing countries was organized in the year 2012. 
After a long gap of almost eight years CABI took a step ahead to organize the first international 
cricket tournament for the blind involving several countries. Four ODI World Cups for the Blind have 
been held so far and the first ever T20 World Cup for the Blind was played in Bangalore, India, led 
by ‘Cricket Association for the Blind in India’ (CABI).

World Blind Cricket Council conferred the hosting rights of the world cup to India during the Annual 
General Meeting held in Dubai in May 2011. Post which CABI gathered its full forces and confidence 
to go ahead with the international event taking the blind cricket experience to a higher level.
The first T20 World Cup Tournament was a mammoth task accomplished with great support from 
each and every individual and organization associated with World Cup and CABI. The gigantic 
decision that was taken in 2012 to go ahead with the hosting of the one of the biggest games in 
cricket for the blind led to an amazing experience. The game in itself was motivational, entertaining, 
exhilarating and full of life. CABI relives each and every moment associated with the first World 
Cup. It was to prove to the world that a task, be it of any magnitude, can be fulfilled provided with 
teamwork, discipline, determination, expertise and hardwork.

The journey had begun in 2010 and a gigantic leap was taken in 2012 with the World Cup hosting. 
The team has once again joined hands with the many supporters, sponsors, partners and followers 
and accomplished the second T20 World Cup successfully. It has once again been proved that we 
can do it!

Second T20 World Cup Cricket for the Blind 2017

The first T20 World Cup was epic. Having to host an international tournament was ambitious but 
ambitions are the driving force to success. On the same road, the second T20 World Cup Cricket 
had gathered forces and organized the event. The tournament took place from 29th January to 12th 
February 2017. 48 matches were played including Semi Finals and Finals with participation from ten 
countries.

The preparation had started many months ago starting with the making of a proposal and 
approaching plethora of supporters for assistance. Many sectors were approached for financial aid 



and further support and the response was appreciable. The branding and promotion went on full 
speed. Many media channels and websites carried articles on the World Cup which heightened 
the awareness. Social media, websites and other online communication channels were tapped 
effectively. Hoardings were strategically placed across all the cities where matches were being 
organized. 

Facilities provided were state-of-the-art to the players and other world cup associated units. 
Accommodation and transport were made available to the players along with the grounds 
arrangement across all the cities. No effort was spared to make the event successful and 
memorable.

Sponsors

Partners
Beverage Partner Radio Partner Medical Partner Hydration Partner Broadcasting Partner

Styling Partner Online Scoring 
Partner

Tech for Good 
Partner
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Inaugural ceremony- the first step!
The 2nd T20 World Cup Cricket for the Blind took off with a glittering and glamorous ceremony 
at the KD Jadav Indoor Stadium, Indira Gandhi Sports Complex, New Delhi on 29th January 2017. 
The inauguration saw the grand ceremony presided by Hon. Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports 
Shri Vijay Goel in the presence of Hon Minister of Social Justice Shri Thaawar Chand Gehlot. Guest 
of Honour included Shri Syed Sultan Shah, President of World Blind Cricket (WBC), Shri Raymond 
Moxly, Secretary General of WBC, Shri Ajai Kumar Mittal, Secretary of General World Blind Union, 
Shri Rajesh Tomar, Vice President of Asian Paralympic Committee, and Shri Adwait Hebbar, Head of 
Corporate Services, IndusInd Bank.

Legendary Hindustani Musician Pandit Jasraj and Hon.Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Shri. Vijay 
Goel lighted the lamp at the inaugural event. The guests were made to play one ball blindfolded to 
present them a pinch of how blind cricket experience would be. The World Cup Trophy was unveiled 
by the honorable guests.There were words of appreciation and conveying of best wishes to all the 
participating countries. The guests commended the organizing team for the proficiency displayed 
and the amount of hardwork poured in. 
The performances by Samarthanam Sunadha troupe were remarkable. As the cricket players walked 
in with celebrities on the ramp, the charm and glamor raised the event to a pinnacle. Players 
representing the participating countries have made their presence for the inauguration. The kick-off 
for the mega tournament was exemplary.

The run-up to the second World Cup Cricket 2017
Rahul Dravid, the Brand Ambassador
CABI Announces former Indian Cricketer and Captain, Rahul Dravid as the brand ambassador for the 
2nd T20 World Cup on November 9, 2016. It was a moment of honor to CABI for receiving the 
consent from Rahul Dravid. CABI felt fortunate to receive a skilled cricket veteran like Dravid to guide 
us and support the cause.

Dilip Vengsarkar releases the match fixtures
CABI and Cricket Association for the Blind in Maharashtra holds a press conference at Mumbai on 



November 16,2016 for the “Release of T20 Blind Cricket World Cup 2017 
Fixtures.” Former Indian Cricketer & Captain Padma Shri Dilip Vengsarkar 
releases the match fixtures for the game. Parvin Dabas, Film Director and 
Actor was also present.

Anurag Thakur being invited
Mahantesh GK, CABI President, along with team, meets Anurag Thakur, 
(former) President of BCCI on November 12, 2017 and cordially invite him to 
the Tournament. 

Walkathon 2016 garners support for World Cup
Samarthanam Trust organises the 12th Bengaluru Walkathon on the 10th 
of December, 2016, at the Kittur Rani Chennamma Stadium, Bangalore, to 
support and promote the 2nd T20 World Cup Cricket Tournament for the 
Blind. The event was a resounding success with huge support from public, 
Government, corporate, volunteers, supporters and many followers.

Semis in Hyderabad
CABI Management Team addressed a Press Conference in Hyderabad on 
January 6, 2017 along with Mr. S Niranjan Reddy, Vice Chairman - Planning 
Board, Government of Telangana, announcing the Semifinal Match of the 
T20 World Cup to be held in Hyderabad and the Expansion of Samarthanam 
Trust, the Parent Body of CABI into Telangana. The semis in Hyderabad was 
led by Zahara Begum, Advisor on Board, Head, Organising Committee for AP 
& Telangana, Cricket Association for Blind in India,

Supporting World Cup
CABI team and Mr. Subu M Kota, President, Samarthanam Trust for the 
Disabled, Boston, USA at a Press Conference on January 6, 2017 announcing 
Hyderabad as a host to a Semi Final Match of the 2nd T20 World Cup 
Cricket. Mr. Subu M Kota expressed “Opening of Samarthanam in Telangana 
will benefit the visually impaired and the differently abled children to a great 
extent. We strongly support this cause. Wishing the organization to grow 
well and serve the needy with the same benevolence it has been since close 
to 2 decades.”

Preparation towards World Cup 
A press meeting on January 20, 2017 with Mr. Sudhakar Rao, Former 
International Cricketer and Current Honorary Secretary of KSCA; Vanitha VR, 
Indian Women’s Cricket Team Player and Opening Batswoman. Mahantesh 
GK, President, CABI explained on the unique Blind Cricket Ball used in Cricket 
for the Blind. Vanitha supported the cause and said “Conquering the fear of 
Playing cricket without Vision perse is a huge task and commitment. Hats off 
to the Players, I wish them all the very best.

Hrithik Roshan encourages the team
The most anticipated movie of the year Kaabil and its lead actors Hrithik 
Roshan and Yami Gautam interacted with the CABI Team and Indian Blind 
Cricket World Cup team members on January 19, 2017 at Fever104 radio 
station in Delhi. Hrithik encouraged them and also drove inspiration from 
them.



Blind Anthem unleashed
Blind Anthem for the 2nd T20 World Cup was released on January 27, 
2017 at Press Club of India where media firms like Times Now, Aaj Tak, 
ANI, Headlines Today, IANS, Mail Tribune, Dainik Jagran, Punjab Kesari, 
Mail Today, UNI and many other regional channels wished Indian team 
of Blind Cricket All the very best and supported in their own way.

Meenakshi Lekhi words of encouragement
Meenakshi Lekhi, Member of Parliament from South Delhi and also 
the Patron and Advisor for the 2nd T20 World Cup Cricket Tournament 
for the Blind 2017 calls for the change in attitude who calls themselves 
able and forget the qualities and abilities Specially Abled bring to the 
table. She was there to witness the Finals of GAIL North Zone Cricket 
Tournament for the Blind between Haryana and Uttar Pradesh on 
October 10, 2017 at Frank Anthony School, New Delhi.

PV Sindhu encourages the team
Rio Olympic Silver medalist P.V Sindhu met visually impaired Indian 
cricketers, who were playing semi-final T-20 world cup match at Lal 
Bhadur Stadium on February 10, 2017. The ace shuttler personally 
conveyed her support to the team. Sindhu said that it was an emotional 
experience for her on the whole. She was amazed at the way the 
players responded at the sound of the bearings in the ball and playing 
their strokes, or bowling them. She said it is truly remarkable and hats 
off to their sporting spirit.



Prime Minister tweets
Hon. Prime Minister Shri. Narendra 
Modi gave his best wishes and support 
towards Cricket for the Blind. The good 
words presented loads of inspiration.

Team India- Zonal Cricket Tournaments for the 2nd T20 World Cup 2017
Cricket Association for the Blind in Andhra Pradesh in association with CABI inaugurated the 
South zone cricket tournament for the blind held from 3rd to 5th Nov 2016 at Anantapur.

North Zone Cricket Tournament for the Blind organised by CABI and CABD where Haryana 
took home the trophy and UP were the Runners up.

East Zone cricket tournament for the blind were held from 3rd to 6th Nov 2016 at Ranchi 
organized by Cricket Association for the Blind in India (CABI)

Cricket Association for the Blind of Maharashtra in association with CABI inaugurated the 
West zone cricket tournament for the blind held from 3rd to 6th October 2016 at Pune. 
An awareness rally was held in Pune from Balgangabhav to Deccan Gymkhana for creating 
awareness towards Cricket for the Blind.



Cricketing Moments Captured!





45 League matches were held followed by two semi finals and 
one final match. The match updates of all the matches, day wise, 
are as below:

Two league matches were held, one between India and Bangladesh at Delhi IIT Ground and 
another between New Zealand and Pakistan at Delhi Siri Fort. India and Pakistan win the 
respective opening matches with India Openers Prakash J and Ketan Patel scoring 96 (57) and 98 
(50). Match of the Match was awarded to Ketan Patel. Similarly the partnership of Badar 
Munir and Mohsin Khan from Pakistan made them win with BadarMunir scoring 92 from 35 balls. 
BadarMunir bagged the Man of the Match title.

Day one: 30th Jan, 2017

The second day had begun with a thrilling start. Five matches between India and West Indies at 
Faridabad Nahar Singh Stadium, Pakistan and England at Delhi Siri Fort DDA, Nepal and Australia 
at Delhi Dwarka DDA, Bangladesh and South Africa at Delhi Saket DDA, Sri Lanka and New 
Zealand at Delhi IIT Ground were held
Between Indian and West Indies, Indian team put up a splendid score of 305/5 on the scoreboard 
in 20 overs and won the match by 142 runs. Pakistan won over England in another match. 
Australia secured its win in its first match against Nepal by 10 wickets. In another match between 
Bangladesh and South Africa, Bangladesh won by 72 runs with Md Abdul Malek scoring 90 (64) 
and Md Mohsin Hosen Joy scoring 62 (42). Sri Lanka wins against New Zealand in the last league 
match on the second day.

Day two: 31st Jan, 2017

The day three of T20 Cricket World Cup for the Blind witnessed five spectacular display of cricket. 
Five matches were held between Australia and South Africa at Delhi Dwarka DDA, England and 
New Zealand at Delhi Siri Fort DDA, India and Pakistan at Delhi Feroz Shah Kotla, Bangladesh and 
Nepal at Delhi Saket DDA, Sri Lanka and West Indies at Delhi IIT Ground. Australia took on South 
Africa and won the match by 7 wickets. England won by 8 wickets over New Zealand. Pakistan 
won against India by 7 wickets with Muhammad Zafar of Pakistan scoring 88 not out. In another 
match of the day Bangladesh played against Nepal and won by 59 runs. Bangladesh players Md 
Mohsin Hosen Joy scored 88 (70) and Md Abdul Malek scored 83 (54). Sri Lanka won by a good 
130 runs against West Indies. 

Day three: 1st Feb, 2017

On day four, five matches were played. New Zealand vs Australia at Delhi Dwarka DDA, Pakistan 
vs Sri Lanka at Delhi Siri Fort DDA, Nepal vs South Africa at Delhi Saket DDA, Bangladesh vs West 
Indies at Delhi IIT Ground and India vs England at Indore Holkar Stadium. Australia won over New 
Zealand by 8 wickets. Sri Lanka lost to Pakistan by 5 wickets. Nepal wins over South Africa 
reaching the target of 149 set by the opponent for loss of 4 wickets. Bangladesh wins again West 
Indies by 8 wickets with Tanzjlur Rahman and Mahbubul Hasan Emon of Bangladesh scoring 90 
and 52 respectively. Between Indian and England, India managed to pick up all the wickets of 
England with Ketan Patel picking 2 and Venkateswara Rao D, Jafar Iqbal, Sonu Golkar and Sunil 
picking 1 each and winning the match. 

Day Four: 2nd Feb, 2017



India vs South Africa at Mumbai BKC MCA, Bangladesh vs New Zealand at Mumbai MIG Ground, West 
Indies vs Australia at Mumbai BKC MCA were played along with Sri Lanka vs England at Ahmedabad 
Sardat Patel Stadium. India secures its fourth win again South Africa with India scored 158 runs at 
the loss of 1 wicket. Bollywood celebrities like Anupam Kher, Atul Kulkarni, IndusInd Bank officials 
and Bank of Baroda officials were present during the match and also tried playing cricket blindfolded 

during the Presentation Ceremony. Bangladesh was set against New Zealand 
with Bangladesh garnering a win with 90 runs at Mumbai. Pakistan defeated 
Nepal by 10 wickets. Sri Lanka registered a win against England in the match 
held at Ahmedabad. Sri Lanka won by a massive margin of 103 runs.

Day Five: 3rd Feb, 2017

Bangladesh vs Australia at Mumbai BKC MCA, Nepal vs West 
Indies at Mumbai MIG Ground, South Africa vs England at 
Mumbai BKC MCA and India vs Sri Lanka at Ahmedabad 
Sardat Patel Stadium were played. Bangladesh played against 
Australia and won by 9 runs. West Indies was set against 
Nepal in which West Indies won by 43 runs. England reported 
victory over South Africa by 43 runs. The Star of the innings 
and the match was Justin Hollingsworth with 69 (27) which 
included 14 stunning boundaries. India continued its winning 
streak by defeating Sri Lanka by 9 wickets. Prakash J showed 
exemplary batting skills with his 99 not out performance 
which included massive 20 Boundaries. Ketan Patel too added 
to India’s scoreboard with his 56 not out performance.

Day Six: 4th Feb, 2017

Nepal vs Sri Lanka at Pune PYC Ground, Bangladesh vs England at Mumbai Brabourne Stadium, India 
vs Australia at Kochi Rajgiri School, New Zealand vs West Indies at Mumbai Brabourne Stadium were 
the matches held. Sri Lanka won over Nepal as they could not reach the target set of 274 in 20 overs. 
England beat Bangladesh by 5 wickets. India won over Australia by 128 runs and West Indies won 
over New Zealand by 84 runs.

Day Seven: 5th Feb, 2017

In the match between Australia vs Sri Lanka held at Kochi Rajgiri School, Sri Lanka won the match 
by 8 wickets with Man of the Match, Suranga Sampath displaying great batting skills with his 105 
not out in 52 balls. The match played between South Africa vs Pakistan at Bangalore Alur KSCA, 
Pakistan swept a 9 wicket win against South Africa by completing the set target of 100 in mere 5.1 
overs. Badar Munir was declared as Man of the Match.

Day Eight: 6th Feb, 2017

In the match played between Bangladesh vs Pakistan at 
Bangalore Alur KSCA, Pakistan won by 151 runs and between Nepal 
and England played at Bangalore Alur KSCA, England won by 90 
runs. India vs New Zealand played at Bhubaneswar KIIT University 
where India won by 9 wickets. West Indies and South Africa played 
at Ananthapur RDT Ground and West Indies won by 65 runs.

Day nine: 7th Feb, 2017



In Bangalore Alur KSCA, Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka, Pakistan vs West Indies, New Zealand vs South 
Africa and England vs Australia were played. India vs Nepal took place in Vijayawada Moolapadu 
International Cricket ground. In the match of Bangladesh against Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka beat 
Bangladesh by 6 wickets. Pakistan registered yet another win in the match against West Indies by 
182 runs and continued to be undefeated in entire series. New Zealand got defeated in the hands of 
South Africa by 6 wickets as South African Buhle Bhidla and David landry scored 104(58) and 69(47) 
respectively and easily chased the set target. In the match against Australia, England won by 58 runs. 
India was on a roll, with its latest win against Nepal by 152 runs. India set up the score of 289 for 
Nepal to chase at the end of 20 overs which the opponent could not reach.

Day ten: 8th Feb, 2017

Four matches were played in Bangalore Alur KSCA which were Sri Lanka vs South Africa, Pakistan 
vs Australia, Nepal vs New Zealand and West Indies vs England. The last league rounds of T20 
Cricket World Cup saw the teams of India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and England heading towards the 
semi-finals of the world cup. Sri Lanka continued their winning way outplaying South Africa in 
the 11 round of the world cup. Pakistan wins over Australia and continued to be unbeaten. Nepal 
secured a historic win against New Zealand with Padam Bahadur Badaila scoring a double century. 
This was the first double century of the tournament. In the match of West Indies against England, 
England won the match by 6 wickets.

Day eleven: 9th Feb, 2017

The first semi-final was played between India and Sri Lanka at Hyderabad KB Stadium with India 
securing a win by 10 wickets. Sri Lanka had set a target of 174 which Indian batsmen Prakash J and 
Ajay Kumar Reddy chased to victory scoring 115 (52) and 51 (30) respectively. The duo has led the 
team to the Final match.

Day twelve: 10th Feb, 2017

The second semi-final was played between Pakistan and England at Bangalore Alur KSCA. Pakistan 
set up a target of 309 with amazing performance by Badar Munir 103 (43) and Israr Hassan 143 
(69). England could not reach the target and lost the match at 162 for 7 wickets, paving way for 
Pakistan into playing Finals against India.

Day thirteen: 11th Feb, 2017

Conveying Gratitude
CABI conveys sincere gratitude to all the State Governments and officials for supporting the World 
Cup tournaments league matches held in the respective cities. We thank the Government of 
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Kerala, Maharashtra, Orissa, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. 
Without the support CABI would not have been able to execute the league matches efficiently.



A spirited fielding performance and Prakash Jayaramaiah’s unbeaten 99 helped India Blind Cricket 
Team beat Pakistan by nine wickets in the final of the T20 World Cup for Blind at the M Chinnaswamy 
Stadium in Bangalore and retain the title.

Ajay Reddy, the captain, and Patrick Rajkumar, the coach, had said that India’s aim would be to win 
the trophy, and the team walked the talk with an empathic show in Bangalore.
Opting to bat first, Pakistan made 197 for 8, a respectable total, but India had a definite strategy in 
place. Having won the World Cup earlier, India continues to be the champions in both the formats in 
blind cricket.

 Presentation ceremony included Vajubhai Rudabhai Vala, Hon. Governor of Karnataka, G Padmavati, 
Bengaluru Mayor, Mahantesh GK, President, World Blind Cricket Council & president CABI and E John 
David, Finance Director along with the officials of IndusInd Bank, State Bank of India, Tata Steel, 
BlueVoda and many others sponsors and supporters.

Mahantesh GK, President, World Blind Cricket Council  expressed his happiness by saying that this 
has been a historical with matches being held in 12 cities for the first time. Many State Governments 
and corporates supported us in our journey and Chinnaswamy management went out of their way 
worked as a team with us. He said that with more than a million people having watched high scoring 
games, records being broken the overall awareness has been increased. 
More than 30,000 people cheered every ball in the final, the Indian Blind Cricket team famously 
called as "the other men in blue" avenged their defeat against Pakistan in the league stage.

Outcome:
- Extensive media coverage by local and global agencies 
- Global presence for visually impaired players in the field of sports 
- Interface interactions with ten countries from across the globe 
- Sensitised mindsets of the community, millions of people from diverse cultures and backgrounds 
- Increased involvement of the community through volunteering with persons with disability 
- Development of referral networks for providing support to the players 

The Final Match



Post World Cup Victory
It was a moment of glory and delight to see the Indian team lift the Winning Trophy and make the 
country proud. The Tournament has been successfully taken to the finale and the appreciation 
received from various sectors and people thorough social media is highly encouraging. The Board 
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), the national governing body for cricket in India has 
acknowledged the victory by tweeting on its official page and that adds great pleasure.

The victory has brought in great confidence to Indian Blind Cricket Team and a great source of 
support and encouragement to the players. The appreciation from different parts of the world 
immensely motivated the team and strengthened their resolve to attain greater levels in blind 
cricket.

From what was a distant dream to play cricket for the country, the World Cup saw the dreams of 
the players getting actualized. Playing for the country gave them a huge high and representing the 
nation in the World Cup was a dream come true. The endorsement and support from the main 
stream cricket players like Virat Kohli, Gautam Ganbhir, Ashish Nehra and Rahul Dravid motivated 
not just the squad, but also scores of budding young players. The talented players won acclaim 
from the stalwarts and recognition from media. The team also won themselves a huge fan club and 
thousands of supports cheered them on. The game has had a huge impact on their rehabilitation 
and integration into the mainstream too. Several avenues and opportunities for employment have 
opened up, having a direct impact on the visually impaired youth and their immediate families.

Felicitations
Prime Minister meets T20 Blind Cricket World Cup Winning Team
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, met the members of the T20 Blind Cricket World Cup 
Winning Team. Speaking on the occasion, he complimented them for their achievements and urged 
them to do even better in future. He praised their concentration and special skill, and said their 
deeds are an inspiration for millions of people, including the Divyang. The team members 
presented the Prime Minister with an autographed bat, a ball and a team jersey with the Prime 
Minister’s name.
The Prime Minister too, autographed a bat and a ball for the team.



Department of Youth Empowerment and Sports 
felicitates
At an event presided over by Pramod Madhwaraj, 
Minister of State for Youth Services and Sports, Prakasha 
Jayaramaiah and R. Sunil, the two cricketers from the 
state who played a winning hand, were honoured with 
cash awards of Rs. 7 lakh each. The duo was promised 
jobs in the State government too.

Madhwaraj said that it is our duty to recognise and encourage differently-abled sports persons 
from the state. These cricketers are inspirations to all physically-challenged sports persons across 
the country. It is our endeavour to promote and encourage such athletes and paralympians.

PM congratulates Indian team
The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra 
Modi congratulated the Indian Blind 
cricket team for winning the T20 World 
Cup. “Delighted that India won the 
Blind T20 World Cup. Congratulations 
to the team. India is proud of their 
accomplishment,” the Prime Minister 
said.

President Pranab Mukherjee conveys his 
appreciation
President Pranab Mukherjee congratulated the Indian 
cricket team for winning the T20 Blind World Cup as 
he called their victory a special source of inspiration 
for all differently abled people.

His letter read;
“I write to convey my hearty congratulations to you 
and your team for the spectacular victory in the T20 
World Cup Cricket for the Blind-2017. I also convey 
my compliments to your coach, Patrick Rajkumar. 
Your success is a matter of great pride for the nation. 
This victory is the result of grit and determination 
displayed by the team. It will be a source of 
inspiration to both sportspersons as well as all 
differently abled people who aspire for success in 
sports.
Please convey my felicitations to all members of your 
team. I wish your coach, you and every member of 
your team continued success in the future.”



Sports Minister Vijay Goel appreciates the team
 The Indian blind cricket team was felicitated for winning the 
Blind T20 Cricket World Cup by Sports Minister Vijay Goel. The 
Minister appreciated Indian squad by saying that they played 
exceptionally well throughout the tournament and this being 
their second consecutive title proves that they are invincible. 
“India won four medals during the Rio Paralympics and now the 
T20 Blind Cricket World Cup, it shows that our divyang players 
are doing wonders and need to be given full support to achieve 
big,” Vijay Goel added.
Goel announced a cash reward of Rs 5 lakh to each team member. Goel also stated that the Ministry 
would think about giving recognition to the Blind Cricket Federation.

The Mayor of Bengaluru felicitates Indian team
The Mayor of Bengaluru Ms. G Padmavathi felicitated the Indian 
Team Players, Coach and the Team Officials at the BBMP Head 
Office for retaining the T20 World Cup Cricket for the Blind 
Trophy. Impressed by the involvement and work done by the 
Chairman of World Blind Cricket Council, and the President of 
the Cricket Association for the Blind in India Mr. Mahantesh GK, 
the Worshipful Mayor announced that he will be one of the 
recipients of the Kempegowda Award for 2017.

Worshipful Mayor of Bengaluru, Ms. G Padmavathi appreciated saying that India retaining the World 
Cup trophy has been a historic moment. She will seriously consider their proposal for grants and 
space for the Disabled Friendly Stadium at the earliest and also take this opportunity to say that she 
is proud of Mahantesh’s contribution to the All-Round Empowerment of the Differently Abled. 

Directorate of Empowerment of Differently Abled applauds 
the win
The Indian Team along with the Coach and the WBC Chairman 
met the Directorate of Empowerment of Differently Abled and 
former Chief Minister Mr. HD Kumaraswamy. The Directorate 
was excited to meet the winners along with the trophy and 
assured of a constant Annual Grant of Rs 50 Lakhs to run their 
Operations and Tournaments. They also promised to set up a 
special team to promote Cricket among the Differently abled.
Former Chief Minister Mr. H D Kumaraswamy congratulated the 
Players and also recalled the last time he witnessed a Cricket for the Blind Match. He assured that he 
will do the best in his capacity to ensure the Differently Abled Community gets all the help they can.

Indian politician Yediyurappa congratulates
BJP leader Mr.BS Yediyurappa met the Indian team at his resi-
dence and congratulated their success by felicitating the team 
and complimented them for their victory and hard work. He 
appreciated the grit and willpower of the team.



Indian Cricket fraternity poured in compliments on social media
Indian main stream cricket fraternity congratulated the victory of Blind cricket team on social media 
by sending their praises and compliments. Veterans like Sachin Tendulkar, Virender Sehwag, 
VVS Laxman, Harbhajan Singh, Mohammad Kaif, Aakash Chopra, Sudeep Tyagi forwarded their 
appreciation.
Celebrities and politicians have conveyed their best wishes. Compliments from Shah Rukh Khan, 
Anupam Kher, Naveen Patnaik, CM of Odisha and many more eminent personalities flowed in.

Social media pours in appreciation!



Hon Prime Minister Narendra Modi felicitated the India Blind Cricket team 
for winning the 2nd T20 World Cup Cricket for the Blind 2017

Moment of Honor!

Cricket Association for the Blind in India (CABI)
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